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MEETINGS

Sunday 7 Dec 2003 End of Year breakfast at the
Telegraph Station. 8:30 am - Bring your own
everything, including food to share.

Wednesday 11 Feb 7:30 PM in the staff room of
QLSH off the Sudadeen Road — Speaker Stuart
Traynor (topic to be announeed).

Saturday 6 Dec 2003 Bird watching at the Sewage
Ponds — 8 am meet at the gate. About 2 hours, but
you can leave at any time. Bring hat, water and
binoculars. There has been an interesting assorument
of waders at the ponds recently, Wood Sandpipers,
Pectoral Sandpipers, Black-tailed Godwit, Pacific
Golden Plovers as well as the usual.

Sat 14 Feb Bird warching at the Sewage Ponds
— 7 am meet at the gate

Sat 21 Feb Night walk - Simpsons Gap Bike
Track -

Sun 22 Feb Water Watch — Wigley's Waterhole
— 8 am.

Sun 07 Mar | Walk in hills behind Zeil Street.

6:30 am. Meet at track beside
Araluen Christian School, Blain
Street.

Early March
2004

One of walks in Telegraph Station
vicinity. Leader: Rosalie

March 2004 | Kunoth Bore
R Slot gorge southern side of Mt

April 2004 Gillen. Leader: Connie

April 2004

{school Newhaven

holidays) .

May 2004 Chain of Ponds (Trephina)

Sat, Sun & Mac Clark Conservation Reserve

Mon 5,6 & 7 | (Acacia peuce} and Acacia

June 2004 pickardii. This would be a
combined FNC & APS wp.

Alter rain Proposed activity: setting up a light
trap.

Paossible At Old Hamilton Downs one

overnight weekend next year if there is

camp sufficient interest.

Unknown Walk from Wigley’s to the

Telegraph Station. Organiser:
Rosalie

Please note that subscriptions are now due. If you

SUBSCRIPTIONS

have not paid already please do 50 as soon as

possible. The Committee has resolved that the cut off
was November. Members will no longer receive
newsletters if they are un-financial.

PAST TRIPS

Fringe Lily Gorge - 1 & 2 Nov 2003

This got off the ground on the second attempt, with
four ciub members and Jason and Angus from Parks
and Wildlife, After a leisurely start we got to the end
of the service road and had lunch before carrying in
our equipment: two inflatabie boats, the 20 kg
Hydrolab instrument to measure temperature and
dissolved oxygen, a net made from shade cloth and
plenty of rope and cords.

This gorge is one of the most spectacular in Central
Australia. The waterhole is about 60 m long and 2 to
4 m wide, with near veriical clitfs of bare rock on
either side. It is mostly over 2 m deep, with a
maximum of 3.1 m. The water hole was still
overflowing, being fcd by water trickling in at the
upstream end. With this depth of water, the shading
by the cliffs and the fact that it is topped up by
springs for so long after rain it 13 likely that this
waterhole is permanent, and Angus was interested to
see what fish were in it.

The inflatables could not be rowed because of the
narrowness of the gorge, and using one oar as a
paddle was difficult. Once a line had been fastened at
each end of the gorge the beats could be pulled
through easily.

The waterhole showed no sign of temperature
stratification. Temperature and dissolved oxygen
were the same bottom as at the surface. However
when I was there in January there was certainly
temperature stratification.

We used a person in boat to tow the other boat with
the net loaded in it. The net was then set across the
gorge, floating with plastic bottles at the top and lead
weighted at the base, and with a cord on each of the
four corners, quite a job, and pulled in by the
assistants. Not surprisingly it did not go as planned,
and pulling had to stop while the person in the boat
sorted out the problems.

When the net was finally at the end it was grabbed
and puiled up to trap any fish silly enough (o still be
in front of it. 'We caught a good number of Spangled
Grunters and Rainbow Fish, but no other species. We
tried several times with the same result, before going
back to camp for dinner. After dinner when it was
quite dark we walked back to the waterhole and tried
another sweep with the net. The result for fish was
the same, but at night shrimps could be seen in the
shallow water, and Jarge green frogs with white spots
(Litoria gilleni) could be seen sitting on the walls of
the gorge, presumably waiting for insects to fly
within reach.
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Dead as a dodo? Not necessarily
Anna Salleh ABC Science OnLine

Jnst becanse an animal hasn't been seen for a long time,
doesn't mean it's extinct, according to statistical research
that sheds new light on the plight of the dodo.
Researchers estimate that the dodo actually became
extinct nearly 30 years after its last reliable sighting.

Accurately estimating when a species becomes extinct is
difficult as rate individuals can survive undetected for
years after they are last seen. While the idea that an
animal is not pecessarily extinct jnst because it hasn't
heen seen for a while may seem obvious, extinction dates
have traditiopally been set as the date of last sighting.

To estimate the apimal's actual point of extinction,
rescarches applied a statistical test to the last 10 recorded
dodo sightings. Their maths related the probability of an
animal still existing at particular times after it was last
seen. While the extinction of the ungainly bird is
commonly dated o 1662, the last time it was seen on an
islet off Mauritins, Roberts and Solow's calculation put
the date as 1690,

Australian biologist Professor Des Cooper of Macquarie
University said it would be interesting to test the
technique on a number of Australian animals.
Researchers have rediscovered some of these afier they
thought they were extinct. He gave the example of the
marsupial Gilbert's Potoroo which, up until 1994, was
thought to have heen extinct for 100 or 120 years.

"A graduate student from the University of Western
Australia went down to somewhere in the south west of
the state to try to look for hrush-tailed bettongs and to her
utter astonishment started trapping Gilbert's Potoroo.
Every one was quite taken aback," Cooper told ABC
Seience Online.

Hc also says it could be interesting to apply the statistical
test to the thylacine in Tasmania, the Tasmanian devil,
the night parrot in Central Australia, and even the
disappearance of the megafauna in Australia.

To work out the 'new' dodo extinction date the
researchers used actual sightings of the animal but
Cooper said that fossil data could be nscd us a substitute,

However he said he would "be inclined to raise my

eyebrows" at the idea of applying the concept to the
extinction of the dinosaurs because he did not think
there would be accurate enough data.

Northern Territory Parks and Conscrvation
Masterplan

The NT Governwent is einbarking on the

development of a new Parks and Conservation

Masterpian for the N T. Parks & Wildlife Minister,

Kon Vatskalis, said thc Masterplan will be developed

in partnership with the Commonwealth through Parks

Australia North, and the Northern Territory’s

Aboriginal Land Councils.

“The purpose of the project is to provide & vision and

blueprint for the conservation of the NT’s exiensive

variety of plants and animals,” he said.

“We need to ensure cur biological and cultural

diversity is protected and enhanced over the next 20

years.”

Mr Vatskalis said the key objectives of the new

Masterplan include:

=  Protecling the Territory’s variety of plants and animals

= [Enhancing the existing parks system

= Enhancing the role of Aboriginal people in parks and
conseryanon

= Allowing [uture generations of Territorians and
tourisis to continue to enjoy our natural and cultural
heritage.

The development of the Masterplan will run from

Nov 2003 to Dec 2004.

“Crucial to the success of this project will be the
engagement of thc wider community erd lev
stakeholder groups,” said Mr
Vatskalis.

Merry Christmas & a Safe
and “Prosperous MNew Year
from all the Committee
members of the
Alice Springs Fold
Naturalist Club






