


ALICE SPRINGS FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB MARCH 2004

MEETINGS

Wednesday 10 March, 7:30 PM in the staff room of
OLSH off the Sadadeen Road — Speaker Ajay Narendra
on his Racehorse Ant research.

Wednesday 14 April — Speaker Margaret Friedel, an
Ecological Journey through Namibia

Wednesday 12 May — Speaker Michael Green, the
Henbury Meteorite Crater.

TRIPS

March 7“', Walk in hills behind Zeil Street. 6:30 am.
Meet at Irack beside Araluen Christian School, Blain
Strect. Leader Barbara Gilfedder

March 13™ Walk in Telegraph Station vicinity. Meet
Gosse Street playgrouud at 7:00 am. Leader: Rosalie
Breen

March 21*, Kunoth Bore. Meet 7:30 am at Sarpent
Street sign on the North Stuart Hwy.

Sat 3 - Tue | Newhaven Station. Need numbers
6 Apr in order to book.

Slot gorge southern side of Mt
Gillen. Meet 7:30 am at the

Sun 18 Apr | Information Bay opposite the Old
Timers Home. Leader: Connie

Spencer

24,25 & 26

Apr o . .

(ANZAC ver mghl} walk in West Macs.
Consult with Kaye Perey.

long

weekend)

1" weekend | Open for suppestions

in May

May 2004 Chain of Ponds (Trephina)

Sat, Sun & | Mac Clark Conservation Reserve

Mon 12,13 | (Acacia peuce) and Acacia

& 14 June | pickardii. This would be a

combined FNC & APS trip.

KINDRED DRGANISATIONS

EVENTS

ILPARPA VALLEY LANDCARE GROUP INC,
Chairman - Michael Hewett (89522372-H)

Secretary - Vacant

Treasurer - Glen Marshall (89524942-H, §9322497-W)
Committee - Trish Handley, Rod Cramer, Ann
Grattidge.

Here we are still battling on to keep the rubbish and
vehicles out of the claypaus area. Clean-up-Australia-
Day is on Snnday, 7™ March, 2004 and we are having a
clean up and free sausage sizzle, at the claypans. 9 am

start at the first claypan - follow the track from the only
entrance off Ilparpa Road. Contact Glen for details.
Also, we have a draft document planned as a blueprint
for a 10 year vision of management in the claypan area.
There are some hard copies around - either from Glen,
Rod or myself.

We also need a secretary - any takers?

Regards

Mike

GUEST SPEAKER REPORT

Bunyips that Boom and Spiders that Bark

(101 bits of useless information about wildlifc)
Talk by Swart Traynor to the Alice Springs Field
Naturalists 11 February 2004.

A Bunyip is a strange creature a bit like a hippo, with a
head like a dog, thick fur and backwards feet, that
inhabits muddy billabongs. It has a deep booming voice.
A whole series of sightings, by reputable people like
Hamiltou Hurne, po back to 1821.

According to Stuart Traynor, Bunyips were Fur Seals,
more widespread then than now, that swam up swollen
rivers searching for food, then got trapped as water levels
dropped and billabongs dried up.

And the deep voice can probably be blamed on the
Australasian Bittern, a secretive, nocturnal bird that
inhabits wet, reedy places that has a voice like a fog hom.

Another animal that is misrepresented in Australia, is the
Barking Spider. Baldwin Spencer was intrigued by this
and found in fact that this large, hole-dwelling spider
makes a raspiug noise, like a finger dragged over a comb.
The *barking’ heard iu their vicinity was quails who live
in the same habitat.

Stuart entertamed vs with these and similar tales that he
called useless trivia.

Dvd you know the word ‘cockatoo’ is Malaysian, a
‘bandicoot’ is named after a giant Indian rat - a pandi
kooka, ‘emu’ is a Portuguese word for heron, and
“hustard’ is derived from the Latin *Avis tarde’”?

At least koala and kangarco were originally Aboriginal
dialect words but koala simply meant big animal and
kangaroo was what the natives were saying to Captain
Cook meaning ‘go away’ in rather impolite terms, and
not the name of an animal at all. In fact Cook was
probably looking at a wallaby at the time and not a
kangaroo.

Stuart told us that the kangaroo is the only animal in the
world over 5 Kg that can hop. This is only because it is a
marsupial. Only having jellybean-sized babies means it
can have a pelvis rigid and strong enough to stand the
stress of the bounding. Its leps are like popo sticks, and






After the bnshfires

The effect was similar in Whiteman Park, which is
recovering from bushfires that wiped out many species in
January 2001. After the bushfires, the kangaroos ate a
common plant, the kangaron paw, which is Western
Australia's floral emblem and does not contain these
essential oils.

Lameont said the lack of this common species in the park
wis Surprising.

"We decided it must be the kangaroos that had
completely eaten them out. They were seleclively eating
the kangaroo paw, which is usually in great abundance
after a fire.”

Lamont blamed kangaroos' fussiness on their particularly
acute sense of smell. He said researchers had always
thought their sense of smell was to detect dangerouns
predators like dingoes, Australia’s wild dogs.

"But now it seems they also use it to select their diet," he
said.

Lamont added that their findings could help rezenerate
‘Whiteman Park and other areas that are being
regenerated, like mines.

Lamont said that eucalyptus, bottlebrush or paperbark
seedlings planted beside more delicate species would
give these species a betrer chance of surviving by
protecting the plants from predators.

"The encalypt type species can act as nurse plants
protecting other plaats around or underneath them,” said
Lamont.

Although there have been no similar studies involving
red kangaroos or eastern grey kangaroos, Lamont
expected he would see similar results.

From the ABC Scieuce Show 21/2/2004-02-26

Budding Talents

The regenerative powers of the Australian bush are the
stutt of legend. Just weeks after firc has reduced the
landscape to a barren wasteland, the charred and
blackened bodies of gum trees sprout clumps of healthy
foliape. But how do the trees achieve this miraculous
resurrection?

The trunks and branches of moest Lrees have dormant buds
on the bark surface. When the tree is damaged, perhaps
by a storm or by insects, these buds sprout and the tree
begins to grow anew. But because the buds are close to
the surface, they are extremely vulncrahle to fire.

Most eucalypts have small bumps on their bark that were
assumed to house dormant buds similar to those found in
other trees. However, when Geoff Burrows (Charles Sturt
University, Wagga Wagga) examined these structures, he
didn't find buds, but strands of specialised tissue that ran

from the bark surface into the woody part of the tree.

Called epicormic strands, they had the remarkable ability
to form buds all along their length, which means they can
resprout even when most of the bark is destroyed by fire.

This budding mechanism is unlike that seen in any other
trees in the world and gives eucalypts a head start after
fire.

By Nature Australia. Monday, 1 March, 2004

Have a shot at the Wildlife Photographer of the
Year

Entries are now open for the 2004 Wildlife Photographer
of the Year Competition, with amateur and professional
photographers from arouud the world encouraged to give
it their best shot.

The 2003 competition’s winning and commended images
are now on show at Sydney’s Australian Museum, giving
potential Australian entrants the opportunity to come in
and get inspired by last year’s poignant, funny and
beautiful images.

The competition categories include *The Underwater
World’, “The World in Our Hands’, * Animal Portraits’
and ‘Composition and Form'. There are three special
awards, "'The Gerald Durrell Award for Endangered
Wildlife’, the ‘Tnnovation Award’, and the *Eric Hosking
Award’ for the best portfolio of six imapes taken by a
photographer aged 18-26. In the junior section there are
three age categories, and the “Young Wildlife
Photographer of the Year Award’.

The Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition 1s
organised hy the BBC Wildlife Magazine and the Natural
History Museum (London).

Entry forms are available in the February issue of BBC
Wildlife Mapazine and from the Wildlife Photographer
of the Year Competition Office at the Natural History
Museum, London, via the competition website
www.nhm.ac.uk/wildphoto

<http://www nhm.ac.uk/wildphoto> or by telephone on
+44 (0) 20 7942 5015.

By Nicole Thomas

THE CLOSING
DATE FOR
ENTRIES IS

2 APRIL 2004,






