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ALICE SPRINGS FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB APRIL 2004

MEETINGS

Wednesday 14 April — Speaker Margaret Friedel, an
Ecaolagical Journey through Namibia

Wednesday 12 May — Speaker Michael Green, the
Henbury Meteorite Crater.

April 3 to 6™, Newhaven Station. Meet 9am
Sargent Street sipn on North Stuart Hwy. Contact
Bob Read on 8952 1935.

April 18™ Slot Gorge on southern side of Mt Gillen.
Meet 7:30am at the Information Bay on the South Stuart
Hwy. Contact Connie Spencer on 8352 4694.

April 24™, 25" & 26" Bowmans Gap overnight camp.
Meet 2pm Sat 24™ Flynn's Grave. Travel to Ormiston
Gorge. Camp ovetnight at cainp grounds (showers and
BBQ available). Camping fees apply.

Sun 25% walk (hrough Grmiston Gorge then on to
Bowmans Gap and camp. {(If you want lo come ont on
Snnday morning, the walk will start at Bamm. Musg let
Kaye know you arc coming.) Easy walking, grcat scenery
within Ormtston Pound.

Mon 26" April return to Ormiston carpark via Pound
Walk. Two walks for the weekend. Provide your own
food and camping gear, Contact Kaye Percy on 8952
3405

“

[ 1 weckend Opeu for suggestions

| in May
May 2004 Chain of Ponds {Trephina)

Sat, Sun & | Mac Clark Conservation Reserve

Mon 12,13 | (Acucia peuce) and Acacia
& 14 June pickardii. This would be a
| _ combined FNC & APS trip.

KINDRED ORGANISATIONS

EVENTS

Wed 7 April - Australian Plants Socicly monthly
mecting, 7:30 pm Olive Pink Botanic Garden. Plaat
propagation by cuttings demo/workshop.

Wed 5§ May - Australian Plants Society monthly
meeting, 7:30 pm Olive Pink Botanic Garden. Guest
Speaker, Helen Puckey on Buffel grass in Ceniral

GUEST SPEAKER REPORT

SEVENTEEN CENTIMETERS A SECOND
That is how Fast a Racehorse Ant can move...and it can
survive temperatures up to 80degrees.

The Racehorsc Ant is one of 1200 species of ant that live
in Australia, Ajay Narendra informed us during his talk
at the last Field Maturalists meeting. He is in Alicc
Springs because Central Australia is one of the best
places in the world for diversity of an(s and they arc
obviously his passion.

First he challenged us to identify whether some pictures
depicted ants or other insects.

Tt was hard, until he explained that ants have a distinetive
waist. At the constriction between the thorax and the
abdomen they have either one or two small knobs, the
petiole and the post petiole. These are actually the first or
first two segments of the abdomnen, the remainder being
called the gaster.

Ants Jive in colonies and there can he as many as 18
different forins and sizes in one nest, each doing a
different job.

The females do all the work. The queen who lays the
eggs; her nursemaids; others that build ar dig the nest;
others that tend the epgs, larvae and pupae; others that
gather food and others that defend the nest.

They have very sensitive antennae, so they can recognise
not jnst their own species bui thage from their own
colony, by their panicular identifying chemicals.

All ants have a sting and offen large powerful mandibles.
Their nests are very humid places hut they produce their
own fungicidal secrctions so they don’t go mouldy.

But one of the most inferesting thing Ajay told us about
ants was the clever way they often interact with other
animals and plants.

Some ants tarm aphids which produce honeydew
secretions rich in carbohydrages.

Others stick leaves together and put mealy-bugs inside,
so they can use their cottony secretions.

Some plants welcome them, forming special holes so
terrcsirial ants can stay in the tree all the time and kil
other pests of the plants.

Green Tree Anis make arboreal fiests. ‘They first use their
bodies to puli leaves together then stitch them by halding
thetr own larvae and squeczing goo out of them like a
tube of toothpaste, which sets, holding the leaves in
place.














