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Meetings 2004

7:30 pm on the second Wednesday of the month, in the
staff room at the OLSH College on Sadadeen Road.

Greg Fyfe, Alice Springs Desert Park.

slateri” (a large endangered desert skink).

10 Nov | *“The History and Natural History of Egernia

Rt LT T IR S e T

This is the Iast newsletter for the year. Instead
of an evening meeting in December we are
having an end of year walk and breakfast on
Sat 11 Dec. First meeting for 2005: Wed 9 Feb.

Field Trips 2004

Date Field Trips

oow

Early morning walk (about 3 hours

Sun 7 Nov | return) from Flynn’s Grave to Flagon
'Hill. Meet 7 am at Flynn’s Grave.
Contact: Connie Spencer on 8932 4694,

Night walk at the Telegraph Station.,
Meet 7.15 pm in front of the Old

Sat 13 Nov Telegraph Siation kiosk to do the
Bradshaw walk, about 2 hours.
Contact: Bob Read on 8952 1935.
Birdwatching at the sewage ponds. See
Sat 4 Dec the summer migrants!

Meet 7.30 am at the gate.
Contact: Bob Read on 8952 1935.

Sat:1i Dec | Walk & breakfast at Olive Pink Botanic
_ Garden. 8 am. Bring a plate to share.

Subscriptions are now overdue

Single - $25, Family - $30, Concession Single - $20
and Concession Family -$25. '

Treasurer, Barb Gilfedder, will be happy to relieve
you of your money at the next meeting or send your
cheque/money order to the Alice Springs Field
Naturalists Club Inc. PO Box 8663, Alice Springs
NT 0871.

NB This is your final newsletter if your
subscription is not renewed.

qtelcmno

We welcome new member Jenny Purdie.

October Meeting Guest Speaker Gary Fry
By Barb Gilfedder

Mala Update

Until the 1930s mala (rufous hare wallabies) were
common across much of Australia. By the 1990s
they were reduced to two small colonies on the
mainland — both in the Tanami desert. Realising
they were under pressure, a large enclosure was
erected and a captive population started. In 1991
with bushfires and cats, the wild population was
finally wiped out. There are also small populations
of mala on two off-shore islands in Western
Australia. Although the same species, they are
different in size, characteristics and habits.

Gary told us that without the efforts of Don
Langford, Ken Johnson, Geoff Cole and others
the mainland mala would be extinct. As it was,
there were 27 mala safe in the enclosure in the
Tanami,

Gary Fry has been the Curator of the Zoology
Department at Alice Springs Desert Park for 3
years. His main concerns are species
management and population management.

All the mainland mala can be traced back to those
27 captive ones. It was lucky that these presented
a good genetic diversity. A stud book has been
Kept with the pedigrees of all mala and part of
Gary’s job is to be a dating agency for the 25 mala
currently held at the Desert Park. This is to
prevent in-breeding which could lead to an
unhealthy population, more susceptible to
infertility and disease.

Mala breed well in captivity but are obviously
better in big pens rather than small cages. The
enclosure on the edge of the Tanami was difficult
o maintain because of its isolation and a fire
could easily go through and destroy the entire
population.

A new enclosure was set up at Watarrka where it
is easier to keep an eye on. There is plenty of
spinifex and big desert oak trees. The 100
hectares is surrounded by a 2 metre high fence,
mesh and electric, with a soft flip over at the top. It
is surrounded by a firebreak and there are also
several firebreaks running through the enclosure.
These are all graded every week and then
checked for cat, fox or dingo paw-prints. These
can be assessed and decisions made as to












Alice Springs

Field Naturalists Club Inc.
PO Box 8663, Alice Springs, NT 0871

The object of the club is to promote interest in all aspects of
natural history.

Regular monthly meetings, usually with a guest speaker, are held Q& | x5
on the second Wednesday of every month, except December and Tal
January, at 7.30pm, in the staffroom at OLSH senior campus,

Sadadeen Road.

There are frequent field trips usually at weekends and mostly in the cooler months.
Past trips have included bush walks of various lengths, bird-watching, caving and
excursions led by experts in many relevant fields. Projects include Waterwatch
monitoring, participation in the Australian Bird Atlas, and vative fish and plant
surveys.

For further information contact the President,

Bob Read Tel: 8952 1935
Email: rread 1 @iinet.net.au

Application for Membership

Name

Postal
Address

Telephone Home [Work |

Email

Membership type

Single, employed $25 Any special interests or skills?

Family, employed $30

Concession - Single, | $20 Signature
pensioner/student

Concession - Family, | $25 Date
pensioners/students

Membership subscriptions are due in Augnst each year.
People joining halfway through a year pay half fees.



ALICE SPRINGS FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INCORPORATED
Minutes of the General Meeting held at OLSH College, Saddadeen Campus
Wednesday 13® October 2004

Open: The President, Bob Read, declared the meeting open at 8:40 pm. !
Present: As per attendance book (15 members)

Apologies: Kaye Percy, Max O'Callaghan & Kevin Boyle _
Minutes: The meeting resolved to accept the Minutes of the previous meeting held Wednesday 8" September as a true and

correct record of that meeting.

Business Arising from the Minutes

Nit

Correspondence In:

Australian Plants Society newsletter

AJS Volunteer Resource Cenire  recognise and thank volunteers during Local Gov't Week
Tas Field Naturatists Club new book plus order form

Correspondence Out:
Morgan Flint, Hamilton Downs Y/C re acceptance of representation on committee
Michael Barritt thank you

easurer’s Report:

Opening balance end August 04 $1500.56

Plus

Subscriptions paid 25.00 225.00

Bank interest 1.64 26.64
$1527.20

Less

Lodgement of annual return ~ $15.00

State Gov’t tax .15 15.15

Closing balance end August 04 1512

The meeting accepted the treasurer’s report.

General Business:
Trips
Sat 23" Oct 2004 Afternoon walk at Temple Bar Station to be {followed by a BBQ in the creek bed.

Leader Connie Spencer. Meet 3:30pm at information bay opposite the Old Timers
Home. Bring your own food, drinks & chair. Small gas BBQ will be provided.

Sun 7th Nov 2004 Early morning walk (about 3 hours return) from Flynn's Grave to Flagon Hill. Meet
7am at Flynn’s Grave. Leader Connie Spencer

Nov 2004 Night walk option. Committee to decide on a date and time and publish in the
newsletter,

Sat 4 Dec 2004 Sewage Ponds. Cornmittee to decide a time and publish in the newsletter.

Sat 11th Dec Walk & breakfast at Olive Pink Botanic Garden. 8am, Bring a plate to share.

Sewage Ponds — Rosalie advised that the Club has a key and members can borrow with a $30 deposit.
Supper for November — Sue Fraser

Note Taker for November — Rhondda Tomlinson

Sightings
» Bob Read reported that he and Ian Archibald saw 49 mammals and 250 bird species on their recent trip to Africa.
s  Barbara reported seeing 136 species of birds in Broome — many of them waders.

Meeting closed: 8:55pm
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