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MEETINGS

Please Note
New meeting venue
Olive Pink Botanic Garden

on Tuncks Road.
7:30 pm on the second Wednesday of the month,

ispamed asty

And a last minute replacement is:

*A Taste of the Pacific — more then just Cockiails and
Coconuts’ = As most of you will probably know by now,
Emily & Robbie are heading off to work in Vanustu for
two years, but before they depart join Emly for:

Some highlights of there |2 month Pacific experience,

TRIPS | ACTIVITIES

March %" Ficld Nats information display at Sportsfest 06
at the Lyle Kempster Baseball Feeld, Traeger Park
Sporting Complex from 4:30-8:30pm, Volunteers
weleome. Contact Bob Read 8952 1935

March 12* Land for Wildlife Birdwatching workshop
om Lesley Reilly's property near Honeymoon Gap.

7. 30am - 9 30hm Please RSVE o Cassie Wright, Land
Jor Wildlife 89555 222,

March 18* Coalins Lagoon (Rifle Range Swamp). Meet
Information Bay opp, Ol Timers Home at T:30am.
Organiser: Karen May B933 1446

April B Owen Spifings Réserve. Permission granted to
visit waterbole on the Hugh River nr the homestead. Meet
Flynn's Grave Memsorial, Larapinta Deive, at 7230 am.
Leader Bob Read on 8952 1933

Maybe tip to Newhaven over
Easter or Easter or four days up to ancd
ANEZAC Day incheding ANZAC Day. For
discussion at iext meeting.

(xUEST SPEAKER REPORT

Cassie Wright, Lowe Ecological Services
‘A snapshot of the Land for Wildlife Scheme
across Australio with a special focus o Alice

Springs’

Last mesting Cassie Wnight gave us an informative talk
about Land for Wildlife, This s a volentary schems that
aims o encourage and assist private landholders 10
provide habitas for wildlife on their properties. 1t began
n Vicioria in 1981, an initiative of the Vicionan
Government and the Bind Observers Club. Taken over ten
vears later by the Mataral Heritage Toust i 1s now running
in § states and the NT with over ten thousand properties,
Alive Springs Town Council first sigred an agreement for
imitiating the schene in 2002, then comracted it Bill
Lowe’s Ecological Services with Cassie as the present
[N Grganier,

It costs nothing 10 becomea member, but there are plenty
of benelits as well as the satisfaction of conserving the
Land. s vegetation and native animals. Property
assessment 15 the first step with personalized advice on
I Best ro maintuin o restore the habicar, Tnformation
on suitable plants, weed control, feral animal solutions,
reduction of fire hizards, erosion control etc . There ane
copasional workshops, the last one aboul echidnas and
ants, which also give an opportunity for networking
armong like minded owners, Monetary grants are
available in some cases. The members get a great
newsleter and recognition in the form of a blue sign o
put neear the frong gate,

In Alice Springs 33 propenics are recognized, all zons
from rural blocks. o schools and a cafe. Many different
types of habitats are covered. Cassie mentioned pine,
which include as well as the natural, antificial habitats like
ponds. A the moment only private fand in the municipal
area 15 included. Government owned of Abonginal land
mary nesd other incentives.

Anyone can contribute o conservation, A few tips were:

= Plamt local species for habitat and food

s Waich for feral anis. doves, cats and remove
them

*  Removesweeds wimproveelizard habitat

*  Preserve ground cover of kogs leaf liner and
ground vegetation

s Join the Lower Todd Land Care Group or similar
Eroup i

+  Join Land for Wildlife

Then we had a feast of
slides showing some of
the properties and many
of the birds, animals,
repriles and nsccts
which have been given a
secure home,

Written by Rosalic Breen
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Sewape Ponds Feb 3 206
Report and notes from Rosalie Breen

Early start for the first official trip of the year, f:15am
with a cloudy sky after a shower or two during the night
amil 2 discussion about what a juniper was. as one member
felt she al most needed one. Actunlly it wasa delight 1o
feel cool and great 1o watch the sun doppling the halls m
the west a5 it pose higher aml peeped thiough the cleaning

Clpucts

Looking trough binoculars are Conne, Liz, Barb, Bob,

Ihere were plenty af binds on the bl wnel green watérs
oof he pomds pnd along the ¢
where the sandpipers, who have migrated from
W'e saw four varteties, Wood Sandpiper
is dodty on its folded wings and has a zebra siripe on i
tal. and yellow legs, Comimon 15 o httle smaller, has a
ey white chast, o docker wing with a black edge. and o
white shoubder stripe. [t always secons to be bobbing. The
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper has a szaly or scalloped patiern én
its wines, looks a hit rusty amd has green leps. Marsh

ieLy Teas a long neadle beak which makes it a bt meore
distimctive. All these litthe tips certanly helped an
amateur bindo fike me.

An Awsstralien Prutincole was aapecial Gind, They e
groassd mesting ks im gelsbser plagns but come fora
hodiday here in glomious wetlands. It was sirutiing aroend
the muddy water edge, head staning up liks a pipn a
times, booking for insects, 10is a allish bind, reddish-buff
colour generally, black on the il which is really its bong
wings which extend beyond and'th
flight it tail is white and squane ended. The beak i
redhilfsh. (The Book ghows Back on the npkh

us hide s wail. In

Among the hushes, mostly salibush, were some Changs
Chats, prenty little yellow binds, often tantalizing becapse
wird know they are theps bt are hard to spol.

The best birds were what first Tookes ke dark domestic
chucks fying into the salibash, A closer look revealed
the Purple Swamphen, Beautilul glodsy purple bisdy

darker wings and siriking red beak. eye and front head

ahagld,

A I:g|:u |1i,n::’ Wiis 'H.Fl.'lll\:ll and afy §
among the expens, Bob, Barb and Liz, they decided
was a Gobden Plover, a rare find for Alice Springs. Tris
sdlender. gensrally greyibrown bal quire spotcy {golden) on
its upper parts and has a hig black eye. Birds have
armpits! Well zctually the Grey Mover has a black
magking under its wing next i body in ight just whene
its arm pit woudd be, and this distanguishes it Fram the
Giolden which doesn't have this marking

It was a very relaning morning, cool. a bit of a breese, and
good company - the experts and Jocehm, whi hiad 1o
leave a bt ecarly. Connie und the writer. We saw loss mone
birds but 1 have only mentionsd the “special™ ones

Back wiaws are Bark, Connie. Liz andg Bob.

Moonlight walldbike ride to picnic spur on
Simpsons Gap Bike Track
Saturday 11 February

=S et edition of e A Field Moty Newslefter
for detgils on Hus irp.

i 2o T
- oy i
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CREATURE FEATURE

Wader Birds off 1o Siberia
written by Janet Parker

In the manth of Masch wader binds gather on Australian
shores before Mying north 1o breeding grounds as Fir
away as Siberia. Thew T My between 10 15,000
kilemetres and ke half their weight on the WAy,

Char o the estinated 3 million wader bands in Auatealia,
about 2 million leave an ihis time of year, When they
reach ther final destinanon, where they stay for only o
brief few weeks, they find the Arctic alive with insect life
= Jusl the sorm of food wimeng wader binds need,

Anguind Australia birds are gathening at staging grounds 1o
faten up before leaving en masse on the first leg of their
joumney. Here, they spend their time feeding and waiting
for the right winids, Ofien, late in the day, a few hirds can
be scen oul testing the wind 1o check if direction & right.

In Norhern Austialss there ane staging grounds ot
Broome, 80 Mile Beach and the Gulf of Carpentaria. The
Wesl Australian beaches traditionally have huge tides
rewealing many hectares of mudflais. fich pickings for o
good fieed before a long jowrney. In Seuthern Australia
there's a staging ground at Comer Inbet and in Victoria, at
Wilsos's Fromoatory, whese the Largest and mast diverse
population of birds gather for Might.

The secret life of a Wader hird

Wader binds lead double lives, clanging plumage foe
different times of the year. In Australia we see their
whitefgrey plumage. but before heading off north they
chismge i their breeding colours of cheatnug, gold &
bronse, They will po thicugh two full body moults epch
year and change their big feahers once o year,

Finding oot abour wader birds isn't easy. First you have o
cateh them, and then even if you weigh ond measure ang
Isarnd @ bard, thene's iy gucmzntes vou'll ever come across it
ngain. Almos all the wader sndy activities in Australia
are carmied out by volumesers. Very linbe professional
research is conducted. The Australasian Wader Sty
Growp is one of the st dedicated bind groups.

Flywav Preservation

Flyways are the regular routes taken by migrating birds,
The flocks must rely on 2 serics of ¥ or 4 stupovers on
their journey, 1f just one of these points bocomes unsafe
or degraded it can spell disaster for the whale migeation,
That mikes wades bind conservation o very comples
business. Allhough about 105 of the bird species in
Australia arc wader linds, we shane responsibility for theie
welfare with Russia and many Asian countries on the Eus
Asiun Flyway. Austsalia is 2 signlnory to two important
agreements, CAMBA, the China-Australia Migratory
Bird Agreement and JAMBA, the Japan- Awstralia
Migratery Bird Agresment, which aim to protect birds
Crossing dnvternational hismdanies.

Wader Birds in Australia

Of 214 specics world wide T0 species are seen in
Australii, Fifty of thase T0 ipecies ane Wﬁﬂlﬂmr}'. and
eight of the temaining are endemic species, found only in
Australia

The Hooded Plover is an endemic resident bird, found
only in southern Ausiralia, [t's mivw under threat from
husman distarbance on ocean beaches and fox predation,

The Misked Lapwing is a widespread resident species
found all over Awsrabia,

Must waders ane seen in the notth of Australia and of the
rigrant species, all ane from the noctherm hemisphere,
except one. The Double-banded Plover ix the only land
Bird Trom New Sealand ihat regulasly magrates to
Australen, 105 migrachon i east-weest rather than rarth-
soth,

For the whale anicle inclading andio go fo:

dettpedioeww, abe nel aieftcrencofsoribbl g Mearch 20000
afidr hem

Association Act Training for you and your
Management Commitiee

During 2006 Business Affairs will continue o offer the
Association Act Training sessions to assist you and your
Committee 1o manage the affairs of your Association.
This trainkng will be a continuation of the Cagaity
Buililing Training that hax been offered during 2004 and
2005,

Alice Springs will be hedd at the Crown Plaza Monday
13" March, 2006 and Tuesday 14" March, 2006 from
B, 300 o S 00,

A limited places ane available regivtrations ure sssertial,
Scheduled sessions may be cancelled due to insufficient
regisimlions.

For further informution and regisimtions comact 8935
7722 or e-mail businevefiairE negov

Sportsfest 06 - live.work.play.love.life

The 3rd Annual Sportsfest will be held on Thursday 9th
March at Traeger Park fioom 4, 30pm - & 30,

ke Pottharst {0AM) Olvmpic Beach Volleyball gold
Medallist will be.a: this years even offering frec
Yolleyball clinics and «kills sessions for all those who jire
interested. She will also have her Olympas Gold medal on
displuy and will be available w chat to and sign
itegraphes, |

There will be aver 45 meractive and informative displays
ane plenty of activitics to ey,

The Alice Springs Field Naturalist Chub will be among
the groups that will be promoting an active lifesryle and
oppostunitics available for recrcation in Alice Springs,

Come down and lemd us your suppod!

Donations are welcome for interesting natoral items
for our towch { display table - please bring them along
to Wednesdav's mecting.



