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Alice Springs Field Naturalists Club 
Newsletter 

September 2024 

Dysphania kalpari—Rat-tail Goosefoot. One of the photos 
featured in Barb Gilfedder’s Show and Tell, which followed 
the AGM in August—see more inside! 

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of 
the month (except December and January) at 

7:00pm at the Olive Pink Botanic Garden.  
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The next newsletter will be published on 1 October 2024. 
We appreciate all contributions, articles, and photos both local and from elsewhere. 
Please have them to Lisa McLean lisamclean@outlook.com by 20 September 2024.  

ALICE SPRINGS FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 

Wednesday 11th September – 7.00pm. Camel trek in sand country and the magic of outdoor education. Exhilarated after a 6 
day camel trek with Class 7&8 students, Megan Hatton will share her experience of fields of flowers, a variety of grasses and 
our beautiful desert in all its glory. 

Share your suggestions! Ideas [and leaders!] for field trips and member talks are always welcome! Keep an eye out for the next 
Planning Meeting. Thanks most recently to Sue Morrish and Dave Albrecht for leading the walk through Spencer Valley. See 
page 3 for a recap and photos of the day. 

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY—ALICE SPRINGS 

Wednesday 4th September —7.00 pm. Pasture dynamics in Central Australian rangelands: What makes this good cattle coun-
try and how to keep it that way. Alison Kain, Pastoral Production Officer (extension), Livestock Industries Department of Indus-
try, Tourism and Trade.  

Alice Springs Field Naturalists Club 

Committee Members 

President Vacant  

Vice President Vacant 

Secretary Lisa McLean 0412 642 987 

Treasurer Neil Woolcock 0428 521 598 

Property Officer Jill Brew 0437 223 203 

General Members 

Kylie Cowan   0418 477 450 

Peter McDonald   0427 177 450 

Wendy Mactaggart  0434 495 903 

Public Officer 

Anne Pye   0438 388 012 

Other Club Responsibilities 

Newsletter—Lisa McLean 

Facebook—Meg Mooney moon3@iinet.net.au 

Website—Kylie Cowan 

Annual subscriptions are due 
Family $35 / Family concession $30 / Individual $25 / Individual concession @$20. Members living interstate—newsletter only—$10. Sub-
scription year is 1 August—31 July. Westpac details: BSB: 035303 / Acc: 100981. Include your name as a reference on the transaction.  

Positions Vacant 

As you’ll note from the AGM minutes included in this 
newsletter, the positions of President and Vice Presi-
dent remain vacant. The committee will continue to 

work together to ensure Club activities continue.  

Thank you 

Thanks to all contributors toward this month’s  
newsletter: Jane & Peter Bannister, Kylie Cowan, 
Marg Friedel, Barb Gilfedder, Fiona Walsh.  

Welcome new members  

Welcome to the following new member who has recently 
joined the Alice Springs Field Naturalists Club.  

Tamara Morgan 
Be sure to give Tamara a warm welcome at an upcoming 
event, field trip or speaker night.  

Moths! 

Jane and Peter Bannister brought these moth pupae 
[right] to the recent Member’s Night ‘Show and Tell’.  

They are often found in dead wood; but these partic-
ular ones were found between the house bricks 
tucked behind a rain gutter down pipe. These have a 
silky/woolly texture, and some suggested these were 
Cedar Moth (Leptocneria reducta) pupae. However, 
despite our best efforts we’re finding them difficult to 
identify with any certainty.  

Any ideas? 

For more moths from Jane and Peter, see page 6. 

mailto:lisamclean@outlook.com
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Spencer Valley Visit—Saturday 17th August 2024 
Marg Friedel (text) and Fiona Walsh (photos) 

W hat a pleasure it was to visit Spencer 

Valley with Sue Morrish and Dave Albrecht as our 

guides. After a wonderful season for wildflowers 

throughout central Australia, Spencer Valley was 

full of treasures. Sue had promised we would see 

some wildflowers and learn some new plant 

names, and that we did. Not all the highlights 

were spectacular. For one, I was intrigued to 

learn that we have two native Oxalis species, one 

of which was billowing green under a sheltering 

shrub. Other more familiar friends were the 

Themedas—triandra and avenacea, an abun-

dance of daisies, and blue flowered Erodium 

crinitum, variously Storks/Cranes/Herons-bill, 

depending on who you talked to. 

Saving the best to (almost) last, we saw some 

tiny creeping parakeelyas, and all was revealed. 

Here was the species whose name was spelt with 

five consonants in a row: Calandrinia ptychosper-

ma! A big name for a diminutive and attractive, 

pink-flowered plant. 

Thank you, Sue and Dave for leading the trip and 

sharing their knowledge, and Fiona Walsh for the 

photographs (which continue over the page). 

Landcarer, Sue Morrish, orientates the group 

[Above] Oxalis en masse. 

[Right] Oxalis radicosa, 

one of two native  

species, this one  

distinguished by hairs on 

the stem. 
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[Above] Themedas, triandra and avenacea  

[Left] a mantis mimics bark peels 

[Below] Erodium crinitum—variously Storks/Cranes/Herons-bill 

[Bottom] Calandrinia ptychosperma—Creeping Parakeelya 

[Bottom left] Rhodanthe tietkensii—Sand Sunray 
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A fter the recent AGM I shared a little about what being a 

field naturalist means to me - and that a diary to record 

my observations (not always with names or answers) has been 

an important part of that. Keeping a nature diary is a great way 

to: 

 Explore your observations in detail 

 Keep records of changes or patterns over time 

 Jog your memory 

 Encourage further research of something you've seen in 
the field 

 Practise the skill of observation 

They can take any form... lists, drawings, descriptions, poetry, 

sketches, diagrams, thoughts, data... whatever you like! 

Naturalist Diary 
Alice Springs Field Naturalists Club Member Night 

14 August 2024 

Kylie Cowan 
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A lso from Jane and Peter Bannister, these moths  are not the 

moths producing the pupae, but are just as mysterious (to 

me). And unfortunately my moth-phobia allowed me only so 

much time on iNaturalist, etc. to get a good look at various 

moths to identify them.  

The moth below can be seen with a raised abdomen—which it 

does when feeling threatened.  

Slide show... 
Alice Springs Field Naturalists Club Member Night 

14 August 2024 

Lisa McLean 

A nother item following the AGM, was a short, but very inter-

esting slide show, presented by Marg Friedel.  

These slides—Aerial Views of Alice Springs— and accompanying 

booklet—were found by Barb Gilfedder who saved them from  

being taken to the tip! Produced by the NT Department of  

Education in 1980, they show a developing town of Alice Springs. 

The Club will be trying to get these cleaned and digitised before 

passing them back to the National Trust.  

The opening slide shows a sketch drawing of Heavitree Gap, with 

other slides showing the new Stott Terrace bridge and Gap Road  

before the construction of the Tom Brown Roundabout. We look 

forward to being able to share these more widely in the future.  

… and more moths! 
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Flowers everywhere — Bond Springs Track 
Barb Gilfedder 

A s a small part of ASFNC Members’ Night, I decided to show a few 
photos that I had taken that morning. Rosalie, Connie and I had trav-
elled up the North Stuart Highway to the Tanami turnoff. There was a 
bit of Buffel Grass near the road but some natives were growing 
through particularly in the narrow drainage channels. 

We found a track that turned off the Tanami Road and followed the 
fenceline of the Bond Springs airstrip, which is used by the Gliding 
Club. I suppose the track is for access to the fence and as a firebreak. 
There was less Buffel along there. We drove along slowly, admiring 
flowering plants along the way, stopping frequently to study them 
more closely and take a few photos and explore a bit further.. 

Stenopetalum nutans, Nodding Threadpetal was looking especially 
lush, with lots of flowers and teardrop-shaped fruit on long drooping 
stems. I have never seen so much Dysphania kalpari, Rat-tail Goose-
foot. In some places it lined the track thickly as a verge up to two me-
tres wide. I like the Gnephosis arachnoidea, Erect Yellow-heads. The 
stems and leaves are very fine and stiff and the billybutton-type buds 
and flowers are greenish. There were many Eremophila gilesii bushes, 
Mulga Fuchsia, covered with mauve flowers, usually close to Mulga 
trees as their common name suggests. I always love finding the Tribu-
lus astrocarpus, Star Burr. It is such a delicate, prostrate herb, not as 
aggressive as other species in this genus, and has perfect five-pointed 
star fruits, as its name tells us. There were lots of other species, but 
these were my favourites. 

And that’s not all. The birds were obviously enjoying the lushness too. 
Thornbills and Zebra Finches were darting between shrubs and a Chim-
ing Wedgebill and a Rufous Whistler sang almost continuously. 

It was a lovely morning, 
looking, discussing IDs, and 
generally getting excited 
about our beautiful local 
native plants that have 
responded so well to the 

rain earlier in the year.  

Bond Springs fence track 

Roepera echleri—Shrubby Twinleaf 

Gnephosis arachnoidea—Erect Yellow-heads 

Eremophila gilesii—Mulga Fuchsia 

Stenopetalum nutans—Nodding Threadpetal 
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